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1
ORAL CARE COMPOSITION

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to an oral care composition
more particularly the present invention relates to an oral care
composition comprising catechins.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Oral care and oral hygiene is one of the most important
things in a human’s life. Everyday most people brush their
teeth to keep themselves orally hygienic. Most people brush
their teeth at least twice each day and sometimes even more
than that. On the other hand due to lack of proper dental care
a number of people suffer from inflammation in their gums
which causes irritations and problems in their mouth.

Most commonly known oral care composition is tooth-
paste. People throughout the world use toothpaste for their
oral health and hygiene. Toothpastes are available in many
formats. The most common format is chalk based toothpaste
formulations.

Efforts have been made to incorporate different plant
extract and/or antibacterial agents in toothpaste composi-
tions to fight against oral inflammation.

US2006/0140881 (COLGATE-PALMOLIVE COM-
PANY, 2006) discloses an oral care composition containing:
a free-B-ring flavonoid and a flavan; as well as at least one
bioavailability-enhancing agent. Methods of using the oral
compositions are also provided.

US2006/0141072 (COLGATE-PALMOLIVE COM-
PANY, 2006) discloses low water tooth pastes which contain
a variety of plant extracts. The oral or dentifrice composi-
tions contain humectants, abrasive compounds, and a variety
of plant extracts, such as rosemary and green tea extracts,
along with an additional antioxidant component. Examples
of antioxidants include stannous compounds, sodium meta-
bisulfite, BHT, ammonium sulfate, and potassium stannate.
The compositions are resistant to browning. The invention
also provides methods for promoting the oral health of a
subject animal comprising applying a composition as dis-
cussed above to the oral surfaces of the animal.

Catechins in general are known for their health benefits.
In the world of tea, green tea is also well known for its health
benefits. Green Tea catechins including Epigallocatechin,
Epigallocatechin gallate etc are known to provide anti-
inflammatory benefits. We have found that the catechins in
general, such as those present in the green tea tend to darken
the colour of the chalk based toothpaste due to its oxidation
which happens at the high pH of the toothpaste. Once the
catechins are oxidized and darken the colour of the tooth-
paste they are no longer available as such for providing
anti-inflammatory benefits.

Therefore there is a need to develop an oral care compo-
sition which will use the benefits of catechins in a chalk
based toothpaste formulation without substantially darken-
ing the colour of the toothpaste.

OBIECTS OF THE INVENTION

In view of the foregoing, it is an object of the present
invention to provide an oral care composition comprising
catechins.

It is another object of the present invention to provide an
oral care composition which uses the anti-inflammatory
benefits of catechins.
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2

It is a further object of the invention to provide a chalk
based toothpaste formulation which does not turn substan-
tially dark due to oxidation of catechins.

It is yet another object of the present invention to provide
a chalk based toothpaste formulation with green tea cat-
echins which does not turn substantially dark due to oxida-
tion of green tea catechins

The present inventors while working with oral care com-
positions comprising catechins preferably green tea cat-
echins for providing anti-inflammatory benefits, surprisingly
found that some selected zinc salts when added in particular
quantities do not results in darkening the colour of the
toothpaste and also when stored are able to deliver green tea
catechins.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

According to a first aspect of the present invention there
is provided an oral care composition comprising:

a) 0.1 to 5% by weight of one or more catechins;

b) 0.1 to 10% by weight of a zinc salt selected from zinc
chloride, zinc nitrate and zinc acetate or mixtures
thereof; and

¢) an orally acceptable base comprising calcium carbon-
ate.

According to a second aspect the present invention pro-
vides the use of an oral care composition of the first aspect
for anti-inflammatory benefit.

According to a third aspect the present invention provides
the use of a zinc salt selected from zinc chloride, zinc nitrate
and zinc acetate or mixtures thereof to stabilize catechins in
an oral care composition comprising calcium carbonate.

According to a preferred aspect the present invention
provides an oral care composition of the first aspect wherein
the source of catechins is a green tea extract.

These and other aspects, features and advantages will
become apparent to those of ordinary skill in the art from a
reading of the following detailed description. For the avoid-
ance of doubt, any feature of one aspect of the present
invention may be utilised in any other aspect of the inven-
tion. It is noted that the figures given in the description
below are intended to clarify the invention and are not
intended to limit the invention to those figures per se.
Similarly, all percentages are weight/weight percentages
unless otherwise indicated. Except in the operating and
comparative examples, or where otherwise explicitly indi-
cated, all numbers in this description indicating amounts of
material or conditions of reaction, physical properties of
materials and/or use are to be understood as modified by the
word “about”. Numerical ranges expressed in the format
“from x to y” are understood to include x and y. When for
a specific feature multiple preferred ranges are described in
the format “from x to y”, it is understood that all ranges
combining the different endpoints are also contemplated.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
INVENTION

The present invention provides an oral care composition

comprising:

a) 0.1 to 5% by weight of one or more catechins;

b) 0.1 to 10% by weight of a zinc salt selected from zinc
chloride, zinc nitrate and zinc acetate or mixtures
thereof; and

¢) an orally acceptable base comprising calcium carbon-
ate.
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The oral care composition of the invention comprises 0.1
to 5% by weight of one or more catechins. More preferably
the oral care composition comprises 1 to 4% by weight of
one or more catechins. The preferred source of catechins is
a green tea extract. The oral care composition of the present
invention preferably comprises 1 to 5% of green tea extract
and more preferably comprises 1 to 4% of green tea extract.
Green tea extract is a preferred source of catechins, but the
oral care composition is not limited to only green tea
catechins. Any other suitable source of catechins may also
be preferably used.

Green tea is well known in the world of teas. Generally
green tea is produced by steaming or pan-firing tea leaves
immediately after plucking, so that enzyme action is inhib-
ited and endogenous components in the leaves are retained
in the product mainly unchanged. Therefore, the taste is
primarily determined by the choice of clone, time of the
plucking, shoot maturity and the cultivation method. Major
constituents of green tea polyphenols are (-) epicatechin, (-)
epigallocatechin, (-) epicatechingallate and epigallocatechin
gallate (EGCG).

The composition of the present invention preferably com-
prises green tea extract. The green tea extract is from
Camellia sinensis var. sinensis and/or Camellia sinensis var.
assamica. The green tea extract is made preferably by
extracting commercially available green tea in hot water.
Hot water preferably means water at a temperature of 40 to
100° C. Alternatively commercially available green tea
extract in power form may also preferably be used directly
for making the oral care formulation. The green tea is
preferably fine granulated and comprises Gallic acid, cat-
echins and their derivatives viz. Gallic acid, EGC, ECG,
EGCG, Caffeine, and Catechins. The typical EGCG content
in these powders ranges from 25-40% whereas the total
polyphenols content varies from 45 to 70% by dry weight.
In the more preferable green tea powder the EGCG content
is in the range of 30 to 35% by dry weight.

Alternatively instead of green tea extract, purified green
tea catechins may be used.

The green tea extract preferably used for making the oral
care formulation of the present invention preferably com-
prises 20 to 80% of catechins more preferably 40 to 60% of
catechins by dry weight basis.

The oral care composition of the present invention also
comprises a zinc salt. The zinc salt is selected from zinc
chloride, zinc nitrate and zinc acetate. Alternatively a mix-
ture of two or more of these zinc salts may be used in the
formulation.

The amount of zinc salt is in the range of 0.1 to 10% by
weight of the oral care composition of the invention. The
preferable range for the zinc salt is in between 1 to 8% and
more preferably from 1 to 5% by weight of the oral care
composition.

The orally acceptable base means a base formulation
which is capable of application in human mouth. The oral
care composition of the invention comprises calcium car-
bonate. Any form of calcium carbonate may be used for the
oral care composition but the most preferable form of
calcium carbonate is finely ground natural chalk (FGNC).
The preferred amount of calcium carbonate in the oral care
composition of the invention is in the range of 20 to 80% by
weight of the oral care composition. The most preferred
range is in between 30 to 60% weight of the oral care
composition.

The oral care compositions of the present invention may
furthermore comprise optional ingredients such as pharma-
ceutically acceptable carriers like starch, sucrose, water or
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water/alcohol systems etc. Small amounts of surfactants
may also be included, such as anionic, nonionic and ampho-
teric surfactants.

The oral care compositions may comprise particulate
abrasive materials such as silicas, aluminas, dicalciumphos-
phates, calcium pyrophosphates hydroxyapatites, trimeta-
phosphates, insoluble hexametaphosphates, and agglomer-
ated particulate abrasive materials and so on, usually in
amounts between 5 and 60% by weight.

Furthermore, the oral care formulations may comprise
humectants such as glycerol, sorbitol, propyleneglycol, xyli-
tol, lactitol and so on.

Binders and thickeners such as sodium carboxymethyl-
cellulose, xanthan gum, gum arabic etc. may also be
included, as well as synthetic polymers such as polyacry-
lates and carboxyvinyl polymers such as Carbopol®.

Flavours, such as peppermint and spearmint oils may also
be included, as well as preservatives, pH-adjusting agents,
sweetening agents and so on.

Anti-bacterial agents may also be included such as Tri-
closan, chlorhexidine, copper. Further examples of anti-
bacterial agents are quaternary ammonium compounds such
as cetylpyridinium chloride; bis-guanides such as chlorhexi-
dine digluconate, hexetidine, octenidine, alexidine; haloge-
nated bisphenolic compounds such as 2,2' methylenebis-(4-
chloro-6-bromophenol). Polymeric compounds which can
enhance the delivery of anti-bacterial agents can also be
included.

Anti-caries agents such as sodium- and stannous fluoride,
aminefluorides,  monosodiumfluorophosphate,  casein,
plaque buffers such as urea, calcium lactate, calcium glyc-
erophosphate, and strontium polyacrylates may also be
included. Other optional ingredients include vitamins such
as Vitamin C. Desensitising agents such as potassium citrate,
potassium chloride, potasium tartrate, potassium bicarbon-
ate, potassium oxalate, potassium nitrate as well as stron-
tium salts may also be included.

Buffers and salts to buffer the pH and ionic strength of the
compositions may also be included. The pH of the compo-
sitions usually ranges from 5-10, preferably 6-9 and espe-
cially preferably 7-8.5.

Furthermore, the oral compositions may comprise anti-
calculus agents such as alkalimetal pyrophosphates, hypo-
phosphite-containing polymers, organic phosphonates,
phosphocitrates etc.

In addition, the compositions may comprise functional
biomolecules such as bacteriocins, antibodies, enzymes and
SO on.

Other optional ingredients that may be included are e.g.
effervescing systems such as sodium bicarbonate/citric acid
systems.

The oral care composition of the invention preferably is in
the form of toothpaste. The preferred colour of the tooth-
paste is white.

The present invention provides the use of the oral care
composition of the invention for anti-inflammatory benefit.
The oral care composition of the invention may be used for
use anti-inflammatory benefit.

The present invention also provides the use of a zinc salt
selected from zinc chloride, zinc nitrate and zinc acetate or
mixtures thereof to stabilize catechins in an oral care com-
position comprising calcium carbonate.

Now the invention will be demonstrated with the help of
examples. The following examples are for illustration only
and in no way limit the scope of the invention.
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EXAMPLES

HPLC Method for the Measurement of EGCG in
the Toothpaste Formulation

250 mg of the tooth paste formulation was mixed with 5
mL of distilled water. Then the mixture was sonicated for 15
minute in a sonicator bath. Then, 0.1 ml of concentrate HCI
(hydrochloric acid) was added and again the content was
sonicated for 15 minutes. After that 5 ml of HPLC grade
methanol was added to it followed by 15 minutes sonication.
Then the content was centrifuged at ~12000 rpm (G-force
(g) ~3225) for 15 minutes and supernatant of that was used
for HPLC injection.

EGCG in the toothpaste formulation was measured using
HPLC (High Performance Liquid chromatography), using
ISO 14502-2:2005(E) method. Details are as given below.
HPLC Conditions:

Instrument: Agilent HPL.C (1100 Series)

Column: Phenomenex Luna Phenyl hexyl 5[, 250x4.60
mm fitted with a C18 security guard cartridge from
Phenomenex.

Mobile Phases: A—9% (volume fraction) acetonitrile, 2%
(volume fraction) acetic acid with 20 microgram/ml.
EDTA.

B—80% (volume fraction) acetonitrile, 2% (volume frac-

tion) acetic acid with 20 microgram/mL EDTA.

Flow rate: 1 ml/min

Column temperature: 35° C.

Detector: Diode array detector & detection wavelength 278
nm
For this analysis, caffeine is used as a standard and as

described in ISO 14502-2:2005(E) method. Relative

Response Factor (RRF) of EGCG with respect to Caffeine

was used for EGCG quantification in the samples.

Preparation of the Oral Care Composition:

The toothpaste compositions were made according to the
following Table 1. In the table there are mentioned six
compositions in the examples viz. A, B, C, 1, 2 and 3. The
composition as mentioned in Example A was made without
any zinc salt. The compositions according to the Examples
B, C, 1, 2 and 3 were made with zinc sulphate, zinc citrate,
zinc acetate, zinc chloride and zinc nitrate respectively.

The following procedure was followed for making the
compositions according to Table 1.

Sodium Carboxymethyl cellulose (SCMC) was added
into water and then the solution was stirred for 15 minutes
in a mixer to confirm its complete solubilisation. Then
Sodium nitrate, Saccharin and 70% sorbitol solution was
added one after another followed by mixing. The mixing
was performed after addition of each ingredient. After that
Sodium lauryl sulfate (SLS) was added to it and mixed well
till it dissolved completely. Then Fine ground natural Chalk
(FGNQ), silica (trade name—MI{fil®, supplier—Madhu
silica pvt. Ltd., India), Sodium silicate and Sodium mono-
fluorophosphate (SMFP) were added one after another and
mixed well to confirm the homogeneity of the paste. This
was followed by addition of Green tea extract powder (Trade
name—Sunphenone® having EGCG content ~31% by dry
weight, Supplier—Taiyo Green Power Co Ltd., Japan) and
mixing it for 5 minutes.

In case of the toothpaste formulations with a zinc salt i.e.
examples B, C, 1, 2 and 3, the zinc salt was added just before
the addition of green tea powder.
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6
TABLE 1
Compositions

Ingredients (g) Ex.A Ex. B Ex.C Ex.1 Ex. 2 Ex3
Water 28.79 28.79 2879 2879 2879 28.79
Sodium Nitrate 0.50 0.50 050  0.50 0.50 0.50
Saccharin 0.25 0.25 0.25 0.25 0.25 0.25
Sorbitol 15.00 15.00 15.00 15.00 1500 15.00
(70% solution)

FGNC 43.30 41.30 41.30 4130 4130 41.30
SCMC 0.62 0.62 0.62 0.62 0.62 0.62
Mfil 3.17 317 317 317 3.17 3.17
SLS 2.50 250 250 250 2.50 2.50
Green tea extract 3.00 3.00 3.00 3.00 3.00 3.00
Na-Silicate 1.75 1.75 1.75 1.75 1.75 1.75
(30% solution)

SMFP 1.12 1.12 1.12 1.12 1.12 1.12
Zinc Salt 2

Comparison of EGCG Stabilization and Discolouration:

The compositions as made according to Table 1 were
tested for the EGCG content in them and also for appear-
ance.

All the compositions (examples number A, B, C, 1, 2 and
3) were made according to the procedure disclosed herein
above. The compositions were then stored for 4 weeks in a
hot and humid chamber (Temperature: 45+5° C. and Rela-
tive Humidity: 77+5). After 4 weeks the compositions were
taken out from the hot and humid chamber and then mea-
sured for the percentage of remaining EGCG in the com-
positions according the method described above. The colour
of the compositions was also observed. The colour of the
compositions was compared on a rating scale of 0 to 5 where
‘0’ means the dark brown colour of the chalk based tooth-
paste which have green tea but does not have zinc salt
(example A, after 4 weeks) and ‘5’ means white colour of the
regular chalk based toothpaste formulation without any
green tea. The results are summarized in the following
Table:

TABLE 2
Parameter
Measured/ Composition Number
Observed A B C 1 2 3
% of remain- 23 30 29 43 48 45
ing EGCG
Colour of the Dark Light Light Grayish Grayish Grayish
toothpaste as Brown Brown Brown white  white white
appeared
Colour ratings 0 1 1 3 3 3
of the tooth-
paste

From Table 2, it is evident that the compositions prepared
according to example numbers 1, 2 and 3 (with zinc acetate,
zinc chloride and zinc nitrate respectively) have much
higher percentages of EGCG remaining after 4 weeks (kept
under hot and humid condition as described herein above)
than those compositions prepared according to example
numbers A B and C (which are with no zinc salt, zinc
sulphate and zinc citrate respectively). The colour of the
composition after 4 weeks is also much better for example
numbers 1, 2 and 3.

Therefore by way of the present invention it is indeed
possible to make a toothpaste composition with green tea
catechins which can deliver an improved amount of cat-
echins without substantially darkening the colour of the
toothpaste.
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The invention claimed is:

1. An oral care composition comprising:

a) 0.1 to 4% by weight of at least one catechin, wherein
the at least one catechin is epigallocatechin gallate
(EGCQG); 5

b) 0.1 to 10% by weight of a zinc salt selected from zinc
chloride, zinc nitrate and zinc acetate or mixtures
thereof; and

¢) an orally acceptable base comprising calcium carbon-
ate;

wherein the oral care composition has a sufficient amount
of the zinc salt to result in a colour rating of 3 and a
higher percentage of the EGCG in the oral care com-
position, as compared to the same oral care composi-
tion not containing the zinc salt, when the oral care
composition has been stored for four weeks at a tem-
perature of 40-50 degrees Celsius and a relative humid-
ity of 72-82.

2. The oral care composition as claimed in claim 1,

wherein the source of the EGCG is a green tea extract.

3. The oral care composition as claimed in claim 2,
comprises 1 to 5% by weight of the green tea extract.

4. The oral care composition as claimed in claim 1,
wherein the green tea extract is a water extract.

5. The oral care composition as claimed in claim 4,
wherein the green tea water extract is in the form of a
powder.

6. The oral care composition as claimed in claim 1, further
comprising 1.5 to 8% by weight of the zinc salt.
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7. The oral care composition as claimed in claim 1,
wherein a pH of the composition is between 5 to 10.

8. The oral care composition as claimed in claim 1,
wherein the composition is in the form of a toothpaste.

9. The oral care composition as claimed in claim 1,
wherein the source of calcium carbonate is finely ground
natural chalk (FGNC).

10. The oral care composition as claimed in claim 9,
wherein an amount of finely ground natural chalk (FGNC)
is in the range of 20 to 80% by weight of the composition.

11. The oral care composition as claimed in claim 1,
wherein the composition is designed to have a sufficient
anti-inflammatory benefit.

12. A method, comprising:

obtaining an oral care composition comprising:

calcium carbonate,
at least one catechin, wherein the at least one catechin
is epigallocatechin gallate (EGCG); and

adding a sufficient amount of a zinc salt selected from zinc

chloride, zinc nitrate and zinc acetate or mixtures
thereof to the oral care composition so that the oral care
composition has a sufficient amount of the zinc salt to
result in a colour rating of 3 and a higher percentage of
the EGCG in the oral care composition, as compared to
the same oral care composition not containing the zinc
salt, when the oral care composition has been stored for
four weeks at a temperature of 40-50 degrees Celsius
and a relative humidity of 72-82.
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